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Dear friends,

It is a true honor to address you today as we mark the 23 anniversary of the terrible events at
Chernobyl. While years have passed, the impact remains with us to this day.

As you may know, the area around Gomel is very close to my heart. My family has its roots there
and its spirit remains with me always. Despite what happened on that tragic day in April 1986, the
people of the region, in Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine, continue to show resilience and determination
in rebuilding their lives.

In this process of rebuilding, they are not alone. The United Nations Development Programme and
the rest of the international community are there with them. We must continue to work with the
same goal in mind: bringing life back to normal for all the people touched by the disaster.

Investing in the young is the key to building a better future. My foundation has already funded
seven UNDP youth projects in Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine and a new scholarship program for
talented students in Belarus that will start in 2009.

United behind the shared goal of a “return to normal” for the region, UNDP and the wider UN
family are spearheading initiatives across the region designed to improve living conditions and help
affected communities regain a sense of self-reliance.

Unfortunately, my schedule does not allow to me to be here with you in person. So | want to say a
few words in Russian to young people in the region:

[Translation: Ever since | was a little girl, | have tried to follow my dreams. | have worked hard
and believed in myself, even when | had to face injuries and setbacks. No victory came easy, but |
kept my faith that determination and hard work would pay off.



I am sure you have your own hopes and aspirations. My message to you is to reach for your
dreams. Whatever obstacles you may have faced, you need to persevere in pursuing your dreams
and realize that the future is there for you to grasp.

My heart will be with you always.]

C panHero ieTcTBa s cTapajach CJI€J0BaTh CBOMM MeUTaM. Sl MHOTO U HalpsHKEHHO TPYAUIIAch U
Bepuia B ce0s, JaXke TOraa, KoTJa MHE IPUXOAWIOCH CTAIKMBAThCS C TpaBMaMu U Heyadamu. Hu
oJlHa 1o6e/a He I0CTaBaIacCh JIETKO, OJJHAKO 5 MPOJI0JIKaia BEPUTh, YTO MO IENICyCTPEMIIEHHOCTh
1 paboOTOCIIOCOOHOCTD OKYIISTCA.

S yBepena, y Bac ecTh cBOM COOCTBEHHBIE HaIexkKAbI U cTpemiieHus. S sxenato Bam, utoOs1 Barm
MeuThl OCymecTBIINCH. Kakue Obl mpensTcTBua Bam HU BCTPETHIINCH, HA/I0 YIIOPHO CTPEMHTHCS K
JOCTIDKEHHUIO Bamux 1eneit 1 moMHUTE, 4yTo Oynymiee B Bammx pykax.

Moe ceparie Bceraa Oyner ¢ Bamu.

Thank you for your attention.

Maria Sharapova
UNDP Goodwill Ambassador



