STATEMENT OF THE FIRST ORGANISATIONAL MEETING OF
THE CHERNOBYL FORUM

held 3-5 February 2003
at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Headquarters, Vienna

The meeting considered establishment of the Chernobyl Forum as initiated by the IAEA in
co-operation with FAO, OCHA, UNDP, UNEP, UNSCEAR, WHO and The World Bank, as
well as the competent authorities of Belarus, the Russian Federation and the Ukraine.
Representatives of these UN organisations and Belarus, the Russian Federation and the
Ukraine, as well as observers from Germany and the Swiss Agency for Development and

Co-operation attended the meeting. The list of meeting participants is attached (Annex 1).
The meeting discussed the following items:

—  Environmental and health consequences of the Chernobyl accident;

— Remediation programmes and health care;

—  The Chernobyl-related activities of UN organizations;

—  The Terms of Reference of the Chernobyl Forum;

—  Subjects for discussion at the Chernobyl Forum and participating organizations;

—  The Work Plan for 2003-2004.
A copy of the detailed meeting agenda is attached (Annex 2).

After detailed discussion of the agenda items, the meeting has come to the following

conclusions:

1.  To establish the Chernobyl Forum as a series of managerial, expert and public meetings
in order to generate authoritative consensual statements on the health effects attributable
to radiation exposure arising from the accident and the environmental consequences
induced by the released radioactive materials, to provide advice on remediation and

special health care programmes, and to suggest areas where further research is required.
2. To accept the attached Terms of Reference of the Chernobyl Forum (Annex 3).

3. To accept the attached tentative Work Plan of the Chernobyl Forum (Annex 4).



The Forum has been established with a view to contributing to the implementation of the new
United Nations strategy launched in 2002 on the Human Consequences of the Chernobyl
Nuclear Accident — A Strategy for Recovery.

The prime expectation from the Chernobyl Forum is that it will be able to issue authoritative
statements and recommendations that will contribute to overcoming the widespread
disagreements over the long-term impact of the Chernobyl accident. Reports will be produced
aimed at assisting the affected countries to optimise their activities related to remediation of
land contaminated with long-lived radionuclides and to providing health care to people
affected by the accident. The Forum will identify any further research that might be needed to
clarify remaining disagreements related to the long-term impact. Wide dissemination of the

Forum’s results to the public is anticipated via involvement of press media.
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